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Censuses of autumn staging and wintering goose populations in

Sweden 1977/1978-2011/1912

Inventeringar av hostrastande och overvintrande gaspopulationer i Sverige

1977/1978-2011/1912.

LEIF NILSSON

Goose counts have been made in September, October,
November and January since September 1977. Staging
Greylag Geese Anser anser increased from 19 000 in
1984 to 250 000 in 2008-2010, mainly due to a corre-
sponding population growth, and a wintering tradition
was established with a maximum of 50 000 in 2008.
Staging and wintering White-fronted Geese Anser albi-
frons increased from less than 3 000 to up to 40 000 and
25 000, respectively, due to a northward shift of the sites.
Wintering Canada Geese Branta canadensis increased
from less than 10 000 to a peak of 70 000 in 2009-2010,
mainly an effect of the growing Swedish population.

Abstract

Staging of the Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis is a new
tradition established in autumn 2000, with no less than
150 000 in 2011. Sweden is the autumn staging area for
almost the entire Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis fabalis
population that has decreased in recent years. During the
same period Tundra Bean Geese A. f. rossicus have start-
ed to stage in larger numbers, the overall counts of Bean
Geese giving an impression of stability in recent years.
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Introduction
Most goose populations in Europe have shown
very marked increases during recent decades
(Madsen et. al 1999, Fox et al. 2010) reaching such
levels that some were considered as a problem for
the agriculture by causing crop damages (Hake et
al. 2010, von Roomen & Madsen 1992) but this
does not apply to all species. The Lesser White-
fronted Goose Anser erythropus had decreased dra-
matically and disappeared as a naturally breeding
species in Sweden (Andersson & Holmqvist 2010).
The Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis fabalis breed-
ing in Fennoscandia has also decreased since the
early years of the 1900s (Mathiasson 1963, Nilsson
& Fog 1984, Nilsson & Persson 1984). A Nordic
Goose Research Group was therefore established in
1975 by the Nordic Council for Wildlife Research
(Nordiskt Kollegium for Viltforskning, NKV). The
main aim of the group was to study the two de-
creasing populations, but the Greylag Goose Anser
anser was also included in the project (Nilsson &
Fog 1984). As the Greylag Goose had started to in-
crease in the Nordic countries as well as elsewhere
in Europe a special Nordic Greylag Goose Project
was later started as a continuation of the first Nor-
dic goose research program (Anderson et al. 2001).
One important part of the work of the Nordic

group was to organize regular censuses of stag-
ing and wintering geese. After a pilot study in the
autumn of 1976, regular goose counts started in
Sweden in September 1977 (Nilsson 1988a). The
main aim was to cover all important staging and
wintering areas for the Bean Goose but the counts
covered all species using these areas (Nilsson &
Persson 1984). A special Greylag Goose survey
was included in the counts in September 1984 to
obtain a proper coverage also of this species.

The Swedish goose counts like the waterfowl
counts (Nilsson 2008) are now part of the census
program of Goose Research Group of Wetlands
International (http://www.wetlands.org/ being co-
ordinated by national organizers in the different
countries.

In the present contribution, the goose counts in
Sweden during 1977/1978-2011/2012 are analyzed
to elucidate the changes in numbers and distribu-
tion that has occurred over this 35 year period both
nationally and regionally. I will also put the results
of the Swedish Goose Counts into the international
perspective to elucidate the importance of Sweden
for the European goose populations. Data from the
first years of the counts have previously been ana-
lyzed on a national level by Nilsson (1988a, 2000).
The counts from the earlier years of the study have

1



been included in a major analysis of the goose pop-
ulations on a European level (Madsen et al 1999),
which was updated by Fox et al. (2010).

Material and methods

During the first years of goose counting in Swe-
den, 1977/1978-1986/1987, monthly counts were
undertaken from September or October through
April. The counts were concentrated to the south-
ern parts of the country up to and including the
provinces of Dalarna and Uppland (Figure 1), i.e.
the part of Sweden where most major staging (and
all winter) areas were found. From 1987 onwards
the counts in September, October, November and
January have been made in all years and in this re-
port I will only include these months. Results in-
cluding also other months have been published by
Nilsson (1988a). The main aim of the September
counts has been to get a full coverage of the sites
used by staging Greylag Geese, whereas the Octo-
ber and November counts have had the same aim
for the Bean Geese. The January counts are parts of
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[Figure 1. Map of south Sweden with the geographlcal po-|
sition of some important goose areas and the division into|
provinces. A detailed map of the goose areas in SW Scania
is given separately.

Sk = Skéne, Bl = Blekinge, Hl = Halland, Sm = Sméland, Ol
= Oland, Gtl = Gotland, Boh = Bohuslin, Dls = Dalsland, Vg
= Vistergotland, Og = Ostergotland, Srm = Sédermanland,
{Upl = Uppland, Vstm = Vistmanland, Nrk = Narke, Vrm =
\Varmland, DIr = Dalarna, Gstr = Géstrikland.

Karta over sodra Sverige med det geografiska liget for de
viktigaste gaslokalerna och en indelning i landskap. En de-
taljkarta over gaslokalerna i SV Skane visas separat.
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the general Midwinter Counts of waterbirds. How-
ever, all species are counted at all occasions. The
main emphasis on Greylag Goose in September
and Bean Goose in October and November implies
that the coverage of the country for some of the
other species is not so complete for these months
as for January. White-fronted Geese are well cov-
ered in October and November as they appear in
the same areas as the Bean Geese. Coverage of the
Barnacle Geese is also quite complete during these
two counts. The Canada goose is less completely
covered during the autumn counts than the other
species, as this species stage and winter at many
sites where the other species do not occur.

During later years, the counts, especially in Sep-
tember have been extended north along the coasts
of the Bothnian Sea and the Bothnian Bay to cover
relatively newly established early autumn staging
sites for especially Greylag Geese.

The counts are performed on the weekend clos-
est to the 15th of the respective month, i.e. follow-
ing the rules established by Wetlands International.
The counts are mostly undertaken by volunteers
with a good experience of goose counting and are
made as a combination of daytime counts in the
feeding areas and counts on the feeding flights in
the morning (or evening). In several important ar-
eas the counts are performed by a several counters
that cover different parts of the total feeding area
in a standardized way. In areas like Lake Tékern
counts are made during the morning flight by sev-
eral of counters which each covers one sector, to-
gether counting all geese flying out from the lake
to the feeding areas.

Counts on the evening and morning flights are bi-
ased towards the more common species especially
as the geese fly to and from their nighttime roosts
in dense flocks when it is quite dark. Thus a species
like the Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
will be underestimated at these sites. Moreover it is
difficult or almost impossible to separate the Taiga
Bean Geese Anser fabalis fabalis from the Tundra
Bean Goose 4. f. rossicus during such conditions.
Accordingly the two forms of Bean Goose are not
separated in the presentation below even if the ap-
pearance of Tundra Bean Geese in the flocks will
be addressed based on special surveys in the feed-
ing areas aiming to separate the two forms.

To supplement the results from the regular
counts, the Species Gateway (Artportalen.se) has
been searched for information on newly estab-
lished staging and wintering areas leading to some
new sites being included in the network of covered
sites.



Details of the counts during the first ten years
can be found in Nilsson (1979, 1981, 1984b, 1986,
1988a, 1988b), whereas details for later years are
to be found in the annual reports from the projects.
These can be downloaded from the project home-
page, where also more detailed information of the
results can be found: http://www.zoo.ekol.lu.se/
waterfowl/index.htm

In presenting the results, the sites in SW and NE
Scania are mostly presented as two units but the
analysis has sometimes been based on separate
sites. The delimitation of the two regions in Scania
and the geographical position of some other impor-
tant goose sites mentioned in the text are found in
Figure 1.

The weather and especially the snow cover is an
important factor influencing the distribution of the
geese during winter. It is especially the depth of
snow over feeding areas and freezing of the snow
surface that is of great importance. Details on the
weather situation during the goose counts are to be
found in the different reports referred to above.

As a proxy to the hardness of the winter I present
monthly mean temperatures for January (Figure
2) for ten different stations in the southern part
of Sweden (north to Stockholm-Orebro) and for
Malmo in southernmost Sweden. The temperatures
for Malmo will represent the province of Scania
where most wintering geese in Sweden are found.

During the first years of the goose counts, there
was a series of cold winters with low January tem-
peratures: 1979, 1982, 1985 and 1987. After that
there was no real cold winter until 2010 and 2011
but there were some winters that also had monthly
means below zero for the southernmost part of the
country. The winters 1979, 1982 and 2011 (and
to some extent 2012) were especially hard for the
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Figure 2. Monthly mean temperatures in January for ten me-
teorological stations in south Sweden (blue) and for Malmo,
SW Scania (red).

Manadsmedeltemperaturen i januari for tio meterologiska
stationer i sédra Sverige (bldtt) samt for Malmo (rétt).

geese with the surface layer of the snow freezing
for some periods.

When the year of a whole winter is given in this
paper the year of the month of January is intended
(the period September—January). Hence the winter
1978 is the winter 1977/1978. Note, however, that
when time series of single months are dealt with, it
is the actual year that is intended.

Results

Since the start of the regular goose counts in
1977/1978, the total number of geese staging in
Sweden has increased markedly. For October, the
five-year means of the counts have increased from
49 000 to 350 000 and for the November from
45000 to 194 000 (Table 1). As the number of stag-
ing Canada Geese was quite low when the counts
started and as many important sites have not been
surveyed in more recent years the increase has
probably been larger. Taking coverage of species
like Canada Geese into account, the increase was
probably larger than shown by these figures. How-
ever, note that this increase is governed by three
species, Greylag, Canada and Barnacle Goose
whereas the fourth numerically predominant spe-
cies, the Bean Goose, has had a rather stable popu-
lation.

A still larger increase has been noted for the
number of wintering geese, from 18 000 to 123 000.
However, this larger increase probably depends on
the larger number of really cold winters during the
early compared to the later years of the survey.

Greylag Goose Anser anser

At the first national survey of the Greylag Goose
in September 1984 a total of about 19000 indi-
viduals was counted. In the following September
years marked increases were found (Figure 3) and
a peak was reached with about 237000 individuals
in 2009. However, the actual peak total was most
probably about 250000 or even more, taking cov-
erage of the counts into consideration. The total
for 2010 was on the same level, but much lower in
2011, about 180000. This decrease might be related
to the cold winters in 2009/2010 and 2010/2011,
affecting the condition of the geese and their breed-
ing result. January 2011 was not so cold as January
2010 but it was preceded by a very cold Decem-
ber 2010 and had difficult snow conditions for the
geese. Even if some Greylags were counted in Oc-
tober during the first years, the coverage was not
adequate before 1984. October counts were low in
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Table 1. Five-year means of the total number of geese of different species counted in south Sweden in September
(only Anser anser), October, November and January 1977/1978-2011/2012
Femdars medeltal for antalet inrdkade gdss av olika arter i sodra i september (enbart grdagds), oktober, november

och januari 1977/1978-2011/2012.

First winter 1977/78 1982/83 1987/88  1992/93  1997/982002/03 2007/08

Last winter 1981/82 1986/87 1991/92 1996/97  2001/02  2006/07 2011/12
September

Anser anser No count 22771 38234 55117 96958 168509 210163
October

Anser anser 136 2028 6767 23604 47889 85265 131717
Anser fabalis 44418 53900 63667 60733 52284 46425 61487
Anser brachyrhynchus 30 50 13 17 92 124 537
Anser albifrons 1625 10970 3952 5754 10931 8864 9324
Anser erythropus 3 4 2 3 27 14 6
Branta canadensis 2837 3827 5376 8825 13004 17047 30064
Branta leucopsis 103 53 322 2405 10051 36846 117415
Branta bernicla 73 222 87 358 149 292 799
Branta ruficollis + + 0 + + + 0
Total October 49225 71054 80186 101699 134427 194877 351349
November

Anser anser 26 593 1278 1997 9032 35275 55096
Anser fabalis 40091 35058 41395 38617 34169 45563 37725
Anser brachyrhynchus 21 24 13 26 54 121 172
Anser albifrons 1966 12559 2857 6918 18033 17991 18425
Anser erythropus 1 2 + 4 12 + 0
Branta canadensis 2697 3737 4669 8446 21131 29859 38933
Branta leucopsis 58 55 252 744 14198 19841 43947
Branta bernicla 6 4 4 12 33 36 53
Branta ruficollis + 0 0 + + 0 0
Total November 44866 52032 50468 56764 96662 148686 194351
January

Anser anser 22 26 146 425 3071 14599 33419
Anser fabalis 12697 11990 28917 19279 20974 25700 29001
Anser brachyrhynchus 3 9 24 12 32 70 82
Anser albifrons 403 391 1130 2067 3388 5851 6079
Anser erythropus + 0 + 0 X + +
Branta canadensis 5106 9916 13771 12151 27756 39151 50021
Branta leucopsis 2 7 23 46 117 1254 4837
Branta bernicla 1 0 0 + + 1 1
Branta ruficollis 0 0 + 0 0 + 0
Total January 18234 22339 44011 33980 55338 86626 123440

the early eighties, but as for September an increase
was found although it started somewhat later, num-
bers peaking in 2008 with about 160000. Novem-
ber totals were long quite low and only during the
last 10 — 15 years was there an increase up to a
peak of about 68000 in 2010 (Figure 3). Increasing
totals for October and November are related to a
later migration of the Greylag Geese in later years.

In a regional breakdown of the September counts
(Figure 4), the same tendencies as in the national
pattern were found in SW Scania, Ostergotland,
Sédermanland and Uppland, whereas the other
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regions had very few staging Greylags during the
first years of the survey. Later they all showed the
same type of increase as in the national total of
which they form a part. In some regions numbers
leveled off during later years. In S6dermanland this
happened around 2002.

In Scania, important numbers were found stag-
ing in the SW already at the start of the counts in
1984 (Figure 4), whereas very few were found in
the NE until the early 1990s and in the NW un-
til 1996. In SW there was a steady increase up to
2005 and in NE until 2000. In NW the increase was



Figure 3. Number of Greylag Geese Anser | 250000

anser counted in Sweden in September,
October and November 1984-2011.
Antal grdagdss rdknade i Sverige vid inven-
teringar i september, oktober och novem-
ber 1984-2011.
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more sudden and soon leveled off. The counts in
SW Scania, which was completely covered in the
same way in all years (being the main study area
for the Swedish part of the Nordic Greylag Goose
Project (Andersson et al. 2001, Nilsson & Persson
1994)) give a good illustration of the establishment
of new staging areas in a region (Figure 1 and 5).
During the first years of the study, the majority of
the staging Greylags were found in the West and
East Lake areas (Figure 1), and at Lake Ringsjon
whereas only few were found in the coastal area at
Foteviken (for details see Nilsson & Persson 1992,
1998). Numbers during autumn in the West lake
area, Ringsjon and Foteviken showed a similar
increase as in the regional and national totals, but
there were marked fluctuations between years, dif-
ferent areas being used to a smaller or larger extent
in different years partly related to the availability
of suitable feeding areas to be discussed further
in the companion paper of field choice in Scania
(Nilsson & Kampe-Persson 2013). The East lake
area showed fluctuations around a relatively low
level until 2002, when much larger numbers were
found here especially in early autumn.

In the early years, hardly any Greylags were us-
ing the Vomb-Krankesjon area and Lommabuk-
ten (coastal area) for staging. Numbers at Vomb-
Krankesjon started to increase during the early
1990s, whereas a staging tradition in Lommabuk-
ten (at least two flocks) was established in the late
1990s. Especially October counts were high in this
area with a maximum total of more than 30000
Greylags.

During the first three decades, the September
counts were markedly concentrated to the east-
ern parts, Lake Takern and SW Scania (Figure
6). During the years more and more staging areas
were established in different parts of the country

especially in the major agricultural areas around
the large lakes Vénern, Vittern, Hjdlmaren and
Malaren. Only few staging areas were found in the
forested province of Smaéland, but over the years
the Greylags spread and in September 2010 they
were well distributed all over southern Sweden
(Figure 6). Greylags also established staging sites
along the coasts of the Bothnian Sea and Bothnian
Bay (Figure 7).

The distribution in October (Figure 8) was simi-
lar to that in September, but the flocks remaining
north of Scania were much fewer and smaller.
Moreover, there were no coastal flocks in SE Swe-
den in the first two decades in contrast to the situa-
tion in September..

In November few Greylag Geese were counted
during the surveys before 2000 (Figure 3), but from
that year higher numbers remained. They were con-
centrated in coastal areas (Figure 9), especially in
2010 when November was a relatively cold month
compared to the much milder November 2005.

In January, very few Greylags were counted be-
fore the late 1990s (Figure 10). The numbers in-
creased rapidly and 40 000 to 50 000 individuals
were counted in some of the later winters. The ma-
jority of the wintering Greylag Geese were found
in Scania and along the coasts of southernmost
Sweden (Figure 11). Even in the really cold Janu-
ary of 2011 with freezing snow surface no less than
10 000 Greylags remained (in Scania).

Bean Goose Anser fabalis

The majority of the staging Bean Geese in south
Sweden migrate into the country from Finland
arriving into the provinces of Uppland and S6-
dermanland, but smaller numbers migrate south
through the country from the breeding areas in
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Figure 4. Number of Greylag Geese Anser anser counted in different regions of south Sweden in September 1984-2011.
Antalet gragdss riknade inom olika regioner i Sverige i september 1984-2011.

northern Sweden and maybe also in northernmost
Finland (Nilsson 1984a, Nilsson 2011, Nilsson &
Pirkola 1991). The first flocks appeared in south
Sweden during September, but the counts in this
month do not give an adequate coverage of the
species as many birds still remain in their breed-
ing areas.

The number of staging Bean geese in south Swe-
den was highest in October, two years being an
exception showing the highest total in November
(Figure 12). During the first three years, October
totals were somewhat below 50000, but in No-
vember 1978 60 000 was reported. Numbers were
appreciably lower in 1980 and 1981, i.e. the years
after the exceptionally hard winter 1978/1979,
which was characterized by high mortality (Nils-
son 1984), the geese probably being in bad condi-
tion in following years leading to low productivity.
Numbers in October then increased steadily and
the highest total in the series, 76 000, was reached
in October 1989. After the peak the counts show a
decreasing trend until 2006, with one exceptionally
high count in October 2001. In the last five years,
four years again had appreciably higher October
totals than the years before (see below!).

November totals have generally been appreci-
ably lower than the October counts (with two ex-

ceptions), numbers normally fluctuating between
30 000 and 50 000, 1978 and 2005 being excep-
tions with about 60000 and 58000 Bean Geese at
the November counts (Figure 12).

Until about 1990 SW Scania and Takern were
the most important staging areas in October (Fig-
ure 13 and 14) . After the first years the totals for
SW Scania decreased markedly and from the early
1990s only small numbers were counted. October
totals for NE Scania were also low.

In the same period as numbers decreased in SW
Scania, they increased at Lake Tékern, where they
peaked at close to 50000 in 1988. Before 1976, data
from Takern are few, but they seem to have started
using the area for staging in the early 1970s (Nils-
son & Persson 1984). During the early 1980s Lake
Osten and two sites in the province or Nirke (the
most important being Kvismaren) were established
as autumn staging areas (Figure 13), both these
areas were well-known as spring staging areas for
Bean Geese at least since before the 1960s (Nils-
son & Persson 1984). After 1990, numbers staging
at Tékern decreased rapidly, numbers using Lake
Kvismaren and to some extent Lake Tysslingen in
Nirke and Lake Osten increasing during the same
period (Figure 13). Another important staging area
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Figure 5. Number of Greylag Geese Anser anser counted in different areas in SW Scania in September 1984-2011. For geo-

graphical position of the areas see Figure 1.

Antalet gragiss rdknade pa olika lokaler i SW Skane i september 1984-2011. Lokalernas ldige framgar av Figur:1.




Figure 6. The distribution of Greylag Geese Anser anser in south Sweden in September during different years.
Grdgasens utbredning i sédra Sverige i september under olika dar.
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Figure 7. The distribution of Greylag Geese Anser anser in Northern Sweden in September 2005 and 2010.
Grdgasens utbredning i norra Sverige i september 2005 och 2010.
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Figure 8. The distribution of Greylag Geese Anser anser in south Sweden in October during different
years.
Gragasens Anser anser utbredning i sédra Sverige i oktober under olika ar.
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Figure 9. The distribution of Greylag Geese Anser anser in south Sweden in November during different years.
Grdgasens utbredning i sédra Sverige i november under olika ar.
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Figure 10. Number of Greylag Geese Anser anser counted in
South Sweden in January 1978-2012.

Antalet gragdss rdknade i sédra Sverige i januari 1978—
2012.



Figure 11. The distribution of Greylag Geese Anser anser in south Sweden in January during different years.
Grdgasens utbredning i sédra Sverige i januari under olika dr.

13



1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010

80000
Anser fabalis Autumn Sweden
i ®Oct
70000
¥ Nov
60000 |
50000 |
40000 -
30000
20000
Figure 12. Number of Bean Geese Anser
10000 - fabalis counted in south Sweden in Octo-
ber and November 1977-2011.
04 Antalet sdadgiss raknade i sodra Sverige 1
1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2007 2010 oktober och november 1977-2011.

25000 25000
20000 - SW Scania 20000 - SW Scania
15000 - 15000 -
10000 - 10000 -
5000 - | ‘ | 5000 - | ‘ |

1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010

15000 -

10000 -

5000 -
o

1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010

25000 25000

20000 - SW Scania 20000 - SW Scania

15000 15000

10000 10000

" |‘ ‘ | ‘ " “ ‘ | ‘
o ILLLLLL | “ ||||.|.|.I T, o ILLLLLLE | “ ||||.|.|.I I PO,
1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010 1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010

25000 25000

20000 - SW Scania 20000 - SW Scania

15000

10000

5000

[ | | ‘ ‘

1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010

Figure 13. Number of Bean Geese Anser fabalis counted in different regions of south Sweden in October 1977-2011.
Antalet sadgidss rdknade inom olika regioner i Sverige i oktober 1977-2011.
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Figure 14. Percentage distribution of the number Bean Geese Anser fabalis counted in different regions of south Sweden in
October and November in different time periods. For the geographical position of the regions see Figure 1.

Procentuell férdelning av antalet inrdknade sédgéss inom olika regioner av sddra Sverige i oktober och november under olika
tidsperioder. For det geografiska ldget av de olika omradena se figur 1.
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Figure 15. Number of Bean Geese Anser fabalis counted in different regions of south Sweden in November 1977-2011.
Antalet sddgdss rdknade inom olika regioner i Sverige i november 1977-2011.
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Figure 16. The distribution of Bean Geese Anser fabalis in south Sweden in October during different years.

Sddgasens utbredning i sédra Sverige i oktober under olika ar.

was also established at Lake Hjilstaviken. The
Bean Geese also started to use some other staging
areas in south Sweden (Figure 14 and 16).

Even if the November counts on a national level
showed marked fluctuations around a national lev-
el of about 40 000 (30 000— 50 000 in most years),
the regional pattern was different from October
and was much influenced by the appearance of the
first major frost in Sweden north of Scania. In SW
Scania, November counts showed the same de-
crease as the October counts, but it started later and
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was not so marked (Figure 14, 15). During the first
years, when November counts in SW Scania were
still fairly high, counts from NE Scania were rela-
tively low, but then higher totals were found here.
There was however a marked variation between
years in the November counts in different regions,
most probably related to the occurrence of cold
weather further north in south Sweden. With the
exception of 1978, Takern had much lower counts
in November than in October as was the also the
case for Kvismaren, even if the number of Bean



Figure 17. The distribution of Bean Geese Anser fabalis in south Sweden in November during different years.
Sddgasens utbredning i sodra Sverige i november under olika ar.

Geese remained high in some years. Osten on the
other hand had good numbers in November in most
years since the autumn staging tradition here was
established in the mid-1980s.

The distribution maps for October (Figure 16)
show a concentration to SW Scania during the ear-
ly period with new sites established in year 1990
and a concentration to areas further north in south
Sweden in 2000. October 2010 in general shows a
similar picture, but there are more Bean Geese in
NE Scania than in the years before. The November

counts show a more variable picture between years
(Figure 17), but the general tendency for the geese
to stay further north than Scania is very clear from
the maps.

The number of wintering Bean Geese in (south)
Sweden has shown much variation between years
from almost none in the hard winters of 1982 and
1987 to about 40000 in the mild winters 2007
and 2008 (Figure 18). The number of Bean geese
counted in January was positively correlated with
the mean temperatures in Scania for that month
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Figure 18. Number of Bean Geese Anser fabalis counted in
south Sweden in January 1978-2012.

Antalet sddgdss rdknade i sédra Sverige i januari 1978—
2012.

(Figure 19). Actually the geese are probably re-
acting more to the snow conditions but the mean
temperature can work as a proxy for the hardness
of the winter.

Outside Scania wintering Bean Geese were
sometimes also found on some sites in south Swe-
den (Figure 20) but the areas in NE and SW Scania
dominated markedly (Figure 21). There were no
clear changes in the proportion of Bean Geese us-
ing the two main areas in Scania (Figure 21 and
22), but the Bean Geese evacuated NE Scania more
often than the areas in the SW, where the winters
were somewhat more benign and especially there
was less snow cover in the SW. The Bean Geese
left SW Scania during winter in two years, where-
as no or very few Bean Geese were found in NE
Scania during three more years.

As already stated above, Tundra Bean Geese
cannot be separated from the more common Taiga
Bean Geese when the counts are made on morn-
ing or evening flights. During the last three seasons
special daytime surveys of important Bean Goose
sites in south Sweden were undertaken with the
aim to check for the occurrence of Tundra Bean
Geese and to read neckbands (Thomas Hein-
icke pers. com.). In the autumns of 2009/2010—
2011/2012, between 5 763 and 9 195 Tundra Bean
Geese were identified mainly at the three main
staging areas Kvismaren, Osten and Takern (Table
2, Table 3). Similarly more than 5 000 Tundra Bean
Geese were identified in January 2012 mostly in
NE Scania (Hammarsjoén). In SW Scania, where
the counts were undertaken on the fields, very few
Tundra Beans were usually encountered (Persson
1990, 1997).
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Figure 19. Correlation between the numbers of Bean Geese
Anser fabalis counted in south Sweden in January 1978—
2012 and the mean temperatures for January in Malmg.
Korrelation mellan antalet sddgdss inrdknade i sédra Sve-
rige januari 1978-2012 och medeltemperaturen for januari
i Malmo.

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
Pink-footed Geese occur regularly in small num-
bers in south Sweden during autumn and winter
(Figure 23 and 24) but the species is probably to
a large degree overlooked in the counts on several
sites, especially in the large concentrations of Bean
Geese at areas like Takern, Kvismaren and Osten,
where the counts are made during the flights from
the roosts. Until the mid-nineties only small num-
bers were counted in October but during the last
few seasons up to 800 have been recorded in the
survey (Figure 23). When counting large number
of Bean Geese in the morning flights e.g. at Lake
Takern, many Pink-footed Geese are probably
overlooked and therefore the counts presented here
are most probably underestimates. As an example,
in connection with searches for neck-banded Bean
Geese at Lake Tékern in the 1970s it was estimated
that up to 500 Pink-footed Geese occurred in the
area.

The Pink-footed Geese are found on a number
of sites in south Sweden during the October and
November counts as exemplified in Figure 25.
Most observations are reported from the traditional
goose staging areas but there are also records of
Pink-footed Geese staging on temporary sites in
western Sweden outside the traditional goose sites.
There are also reports of staging Pink-footed Geese
reported in September from sites in northern Swe-
den east of the mountain chain.

Midwinter counts of Pink-footed Geese were
generally low but in five of the winters 2005 —2012
more than 100 were counted (Figure 24), almost all
in Scania.



Figure 20. The distribution of Bean Geese Anser fabalis in south Sweden in January during different years.
Séddgésens utbredning i sodra Sverige 1 januari under olika ar.
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Figure 21. Percentage distribution of the number Bean Geese
Anser fabalis counted in different regions of south Sweden
in January in different time periods. For the geographical po-
sition of the regions see Figure 1.

Procentuell fordelning av antalet inrdknade sddgdss inom oli-
ka regioner av sodra Sverige i januari under olika tidsperio-
der. For det geografiska ldget av de olika omrdadena se figur 1

25000

Table 2. Number of Tundra Bean Geese Anser fa-
balis rossicus counted in south Sweden 2009/2010—
2010/2011 (Thomas Heinicke pers. com.).

Antalet tundrasddgdss Anser fabalis rossicus inrdk-
nade i sédra Sverige 2009/2010-2010/2011 (Thomas
Heinicke pers. com.).

October November January  Remark
2009-2010 9195 1208
20102011 5763 5433 61  Severe winter
2011-2012 7793 4455 5373 Mild winter

Table 3. Monthly maximum counts of Tundra Bean
Geese Anser fabalis rossicus at four sites in south
Sweden 2009/2010-2011/2012(Thomas Heinicke
pers. com).

Manadsmaximum for antalet tundrasddgdss An-
ser fabalis rossicus pa fyra lokaler I sédra Sverige
2009/2010-2011/2012 (Thomas Heinicke pers. com.).
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Figure 22. Number of Bean Geese Anser fabalis counted in
SW and NE Scania (see Figure 1) in January 1978-2012.
Antalet inrdknade sddgdss i SW och NE Skdne (se Figur 1) i
Januari 1978-2012.

Figure 24. Number of Pink-footed Geese Anser brachyr-
hynchus counted in south Sweden in January 1978-2012.
Antalet spetsbergsgdss rdknade i sodra Sverige i januari
1978-2012.
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Figure 23. Number of Pink-footed Geese Anser brachyr-
hynchus counted in south Sweden in October and November
1977-2011.

Antalet spetsbergsgiss rdknade i sédra Sverige i oktober och
november 1977-2011.
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Figure 25. The distribution of Pink-footed Geese Anser brachyrhynchus in south Sweden in October and November 2000 and
2010.
Spetsbergsgdsens utbredning i sodra Sverige i oktober och november 2000 och 2010.

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons

The White-fronted Goose is a regular visitor in
south Sweden during migration periods when large
flocks have been staging mainly in SW Scania
(Figure 26, 28 and 29). Before 2000, autumn
counts were mostly relatively low even if more
than 5000 individuals were counted on some occa-
sions but then numbers increased markedly. There
was much variation between years both in October
and November, totals for the latter month being

highest in most years. The maximum total counted
was between 35000 and 40000 (November 1999).
The White-fronted Goose flocks quite often stay
in Sweden for a relatively short time and there are
several observations of large staging flocks in be-
tween the census periods.

In most years only small numbers remained dur-
ing the winter and the species more or less com-
pletely left the country during the hardest winters
(Figure 27). In milder winters some larger flocks
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Figure 26. Number of White-fronted Geese Anser albifrons
counted in south Sweden in October and November 1977—
2011.

Antalet bldsgdss rdknade i sédra Sverige i oktober och no-
vember 1977-2011.
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Figure 28. The distribution of White-fronted Geese Anser albifrons in south Sweden in October in different years.

Blisgasens utbredning i sédra Sverige i oktober under olika ar.
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Figure 29. The distribution of White-fronted Geese Anser albifrons in south Sweden in November in different years.

Bldsgdsens utbredning i sodra Sverige i november under olika ar.
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Figure 27. Number of White-fronted Geese Anser albifrons
counted in south Sweden in January 1978-2012. o0

Antalet bldsgdss rdknade i sédra Sverige i januari 1978—
2012.
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Figure 30. Percentage distribution of the number White-
fronted Geese Anser albifrons counted in different regions
of south Sweden in October in different time periods. For the
geographical position of the regions see Figure 1.
Procentuell fordelning av antalet inrdknade blisgdss Anser
albifrons inom olika regioner av sédra Sverige i oktober un-
der olika tidsperioder. For det geografiska liget av de olika
omradena se Figur 1.

remained and more than 2000 individuals were
counted in 9 out of the 35 winters covered by the
surveys, all these winters occurred in the latter part
of the census period. The highest count for January
was noted in the mild winter of 2007 with between
20000 and 25000.

The staging White-fronted Geese were mark-
edly concentrated in Scania and during the early
part of the census they were only found in any
numbers in the SW and central part of the prov-
ince (Figure 28, 29 and 30). In later years, some
October flocks were found in other parts of south
Sweden (Figure 30) but in November they were
markedly concentrated to Scania with dominance
for SW Scania even if they became more com-
mon in NE when numbers started to increase in
the country.
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Figure 32. Number of Canada Geese Branta canadensis
counted in south Sweden in January 1978-2012.

Antalet kanadagdss rdknade i sodra Sverige i januari 1978—
2012.

Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus
The Lesser White-fronted Goose is a rare visitor
to the goose staging areas in south Sweden, most
of the individuals observed evidently emanating
from the re-introduction program (Andersson &
Holmgqvist 2010). Normally only single individu-
als or small groups were found at the regular goose
counts, but during 1997/1998 — 2006/2007 some-
what more individuals were reported (Table 1).

Canada Goose Branta canadensis

The introduced Canada Goose increased markedly
since the start of the counts (Figure 31 and 32) and
is now common on the staging and wintering sites.
In October and November the species is spread over
a large part of the country (Figure 33 and 34) but
these counts (being organized to cover all important
Bean Goose areas) do not give enough coverage to
make it possible to calculate reliable national totals.
In January on the other hand the species is more
concentrated to the southern part of the country and
is well covered by the counts (Figure 35).
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Figure 31. Number of Canada Geese Branta
canadensis counted in south Sweden in Octo-
ber and November 1977-2011.

Antalet kanadagdss rdknade i sodra Sverige i
oktober och november 1977-2011.
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Figure 33. The distribution of Canada Geese Branta canadensis in south Sweden in September, October and November 2005 and 2010.
Kanadagdsens utbredning i sédra Sverige i september, oktober och november 2005 och 2010.
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Figure 34. The distribution of Canada Geese Branta canadensis in northern Sweden in September 2005 and 2010.
Kanadagasens utbredning i norra Sverige i september 2005 och 2010.

Both the autumn (Figure 31) and the January
(Figure 32) counts indicate more or less exponen-
tial increase in the population, peak counts for the
autumn sites being close to 40000 in October and
between 40 000 and 50 000 in November. In Janu-
ary the highest total was more than 70 000 in 2009.

The Canada goose does not seem to be as sensi-
tive to cold winters with snow as the Bean Goose.
High numbers remained in Sweden during the cold
2010 winter, but most left in the other cold winter
2011. In contrast to the Bean Goose no correlation
was found between the January mean temperature
for Scania (a proxy for winter hardness) and the
counts of Canada Geese.

During the early autumn, Canada Geese were
wide-spread over the southern part of the country
(Figure 33) but flocks were also found on a number
of sites along the coasts of the Bothnian Sea and the
Bothnian Bay (Figure 34). Some smaller flocks and
groups were also found far inland in north Sweden,
even close to the mountain chain, a change being
noted between the surveys in 2005 and 2010. The
general impression is that many Canada Geese still
remain fairly close to the breeding areas at the time
of the September counts. It is of interested to note
that very few flocks were found in the forested ar-
eas of south Sweden and in the southeast corner
of the country during the autumn. An exception is
the southern part of the Kalmarsund close to the
site of the first release of the species in the 1930s
(Fabricius 1983).
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In south Sweden, where the coverage of the
counts was good, the general picture for the Octo-
ber distribution was similar to the September dis-
tribution (Figure 33). By November a concentra-
tion to fewer sites were found, but still some larger
flocks remained in the northern part of south Swe-
den (province of Dalarna).

In January, the Canada Geese were more concen-
trated to Scania, especially the southwestern part
and the coastal regions of south Sweden (Figure
35). In January 1980 most Canada Geese were
found in SW Scania with some smaller flocks on
the west coast and in NE Scania. As the species
increased in number more flocks were established
along the coasts especially in Halland but there
were also some new flocks in SE Sweden.

The importance of south Swedish staging areas
for the Canada Geese has changed over the years
(Figure 36). At the start of the counts almost no
Canada Geese were found in SW Scania in Octo-
ber, but in the last five-year period close to 10%
of the Canada Geese counted were found here. A
similar increase in the importance of SW Scania
for the species was also noted in the November
counts, from 10% to between 30 50 % of the totals
counted in November.

Scania has over the years been the most impor-
tant area for wintering Canada Geese in Sweden
with more than 95% of the total during the first
five-year period (Figure 36). The proportion of the
Scanian Canada Geese staying over winter in NE



Figure 35. The distribution of Canada Geese Branta canadensis in south Sweden in January in different years.
Kanadagasens utbredning i sédra Sverige i januari under olika ar.
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Figure 36. Percentage distribution of the number Canada
Geese Branta canadensis counted in different regions of
south Sweden in October, November and January in diffe-
rent time periods. For the geographical position of the re-
gions see Figure 1.

Procentuell fordelning av antalet inrdknade kanadagiss
inom olika regioner av sodra Sverige i oktober, november
och januari under olika tidsperioder. For det geografiska
ldget av de olika omrddena se Figur 1.

Scania has been more or less the same over the
entire census period, but the proportion wintering
north of Scania has increased over the years with
somewhat more than 40% being found here during
the last five-day period in spite of two winters of
five being cold in this period.
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Figure 37. Number of Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis coun-
ted in south Sweden in October and November 1977-2011.
Antalet vitkindade gdss rdknade i sodra Sverige i oktober
och november 1977-2011.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopterus

The most marked change in the occurrence of stag-
ing geese in Sweden during the entire survey period
was the establishment of a staging tradition of the
Barnacle Goose. During the first fifteen years small
flocks were regular on the goose staging areas in
south Sweden with up to a few hundred individu-
als. The first time more than 1000 Barnacle Geese
was counted was in October 1993 (4700). With a
start in the autumn of year 2000 staging numbers
increased rapidly, reaching a peak of 156000 in Oc-
tober 2011 and 89000 in November the same year
(Figure 37).

January totals remained below 100 until 2001, in
most years just a few individuals (Figure 38). The
numbers then increased to a peak of 7800 in Janu-
ary 2012 but only about 1000 were counted in the
cold winter 2011. .

The distribution is exemplified for the years 2000
and 2010 (Figure 39). During the autumn, the major-
ity was found in Scania, especially in the southwest,
but there were also some flocks in other regions, e.g.
Bréaviken on the east coast. In January the Barnacle
Geese were concentrated to SW Scania.
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Figure 38. Number of Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis
counted in south Sweden in January 1978-2012.

Antalet vitkindade gdss riknade i sédra Sverige i januari
1978-2012.



Figure 39. The distribution of Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis in south Sweden in September, October and November 2005
and 2010.
Vitkindade gdsens utbredning i soédra Sverige i september, oktober och november 2005 och 2010.
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Brent Goose Branta bernicla

The Brent Goose is a typical passage migrant in
Sweden, small groups and flocks staying for short-
er periods at the coasts. Normally, October counts
amounted to maximum a few hundred individuals
with much lower numbers in some years (Table 1).
In two years out of 35 more than 1000 Brent Geese
were counted in October with a highest count of
2280 in 2008. November counts are much lower,
and in January there are just a number of records
of single birds.

Red-throated Goose Branta ruficollis

The species is a rare but regular visitor mostly dur-
ing migration but also in the wintering flocks of
other goose species. During the regular surveys
1-2 individuals were counted in October and No-
vember, and single individuals at two occasions in
January.

Discussion

Sweden as a staging and wintering area for geese

To establish the importance of the country for the
different goose populations, the counts presented
here are compared with the most recent estimates
(Fox et al. 2010) for the entire European popula-
tions whose flyways include Sweden (Table 4). The
Taiga Bean Goose shows the highest proportion
with 90 percent of the population in recent years
using Sweden during at least a part of the non-
breeding period. There are some bias attached to
the estimates of the number of Taiga Bean Geese
occurring in Sweden as most observers do not
separate the two subspecies of the Bean Goose,
the Taiga Bean Goose, which is the most common,
and the Tundra Bean Goose. In recent years it was
established that more than ten percent of the Bean
Geese were Tundra Bean Geese (Tables 2, 3, Tho-

mas Heinicke pers. com., see also Persson 1990,
1997), but this is most probably a new feature.

The most recent estimate for the total population
of Taiga Bean Geese in Europe (Fox et. al.) was
63 000 individuals based on winter counts mainly
in Sweden, Germany and Poland. The highest Oc-
tober count in the last five years for Bean Geese was
66 000 individuals in 2008. In October 2009, 9 000
Tundra Bean Geese were estimated to be present
in Sweden (Thomas Heinicke pers. Com.) and as-
suming that the same number was present the year
before, there should have been about 57 000 Taiga
Bean Geese in 2008. This estimate is very similar to
an estimate by Skyllberg & Tjernberg (2008) based
on counts of spring staging Bean Geese in Sweden.
During late autumn a large proportion of the stag-
ing Bean Geese leave Sweden for areas south of
the Baltic, mainly in northern Germany and Poland
but also in Denmark. The numbers remaining over
the winter show much variation in relation to the
strength of the winter with hardly any remaining
during the coldest winters and up to 40 000 staying
during the mildest winters. Spring staging numbers
during the first years of the study were smaller than
autumn staging numbers because the Bean Geese
staying for the winter south of the Baltic apparently
took another route to the breeding areas (Nilsson &
Persson 1984).

The Swedish breeding population is estimated
to be about 850 pairs (Ottosson et al. 2012) or an
autumn population in the order of 6 000 individu-
als. A proportion of these migrate through Jutland
in Denmark to Great Britain (Parslow-Otsu 1991)
without being included in the counts in south Swe-
den. In recent years the Greylag Goose has been the
most common staging species. The estimated total
of 250 000 geese is more than 40% of the most
recent estimate of the total population using the
northwest European flyway to winter areas along
the Atlantic coast south to Spain (but see below).

Table 4. Maximum totals for different goose species staging and wintering in Sweden during the last five years
in comparison with the estimates for the total population of the flyway (from Fox et al. 2010).

Maximantalet for olika gdsarter rastande och dvervintrande i Sverige under de senaste fem dren jamfort med
skattningarna for bestandet i hela populationen for aktuell flyway (efter Fox et al. 2010).

Flyway estimate

Maxima for Sweden Per cent for Sweden

Anser fabalis fabalis 63 000
Anser fabalis rossicus 600 000
Anser anser 610 000
Anser albifrons 1200 000
Anser brachyrhynchus 63 000
Branta canadensis 90 000
Branta leucopsis 770 000

30

57 000 (Oct 2008) 90
9100 (Oct 2009) 2
227 000 (Sep 2009) 37
30 000 (Nov 2010) 3
775 (Oct 2011) 1

70 500 (Jan 2009) 78
156 000 (Oct2011) 20



The Greylag Geese counted in Sweden during the
autumn come from the Swedish breeding popula-
tion (Andersson et al. 2001).

The Barnacle Geese in Sweden belong to the
Baltic—Russian population that has increased
markedly during recent years. Fox et al. (2010) es-
timated the population to 770 000 in 2009 (Table
4), but the increase has apparently continued. Up
to 20% of these have been counted in Sweden dur-
ing one survey, but there is a large turnover in the
flocks and a much higher proportion apparently use
the country for a shorter or longer period during
autumn migration. The spring passage is more di-
rect with smaller numbers staging in Sweden. Swe-
den is not an important winter area for the species
although there are some flocks staying over winter
in the southernmost part of the country. A small
part of the staging Barnacle Geese in Sweden come
from the Baltic breeding population, which was
established on Gotland in 1971 (Bengtsson 2007,
Larsson et al. 1988) and now amounts to 4900 pairs
(Ottosson et al. 2012).

The Canada goose was introduced into Sweden
in 1933 when a few pairs were set out in Kalmar-
sund in the southeast part of the country (Fabricius
1983). Over the years there have been many releas-
es of the species in different parts of the country
and it has been established as a breeding species
in large parts of the country. Populations have also
been established in Norway and Finland (Kampe-
Persson 2010).. Based on the winter counts in these
countries, the total January population was estimat-
ed to be in the order of 90000 (Table 4) with close
to 80% in Sweden during a mild winter. It should
be noted that these estimates are based on midwin-
ter counts and as the species is much hunted, the
post-breeding population is higher (Kampe-Pers-
son 2010).

The development of goose populations in Sweden
and Europe

During the early part of the 1900s until about
1950-1960 a general decrease in the number of
Bean Geese was reported from Western Europe
(Mathiasson 1963). During the 1950s Mathiasson
(1963) organized counts in Skane and found be-
tween 12 800 and 16 800 Bean Geese. A national
survey in the autumn of 1960 gave a total of 16 000
(Jensen et al. 1962) with 13000 of these counted in
Scania. From less than 20 000 in 1960 the number
of autumn staging Bean Geese in Sweden increased
to about 30 000—40 000 in the early seventies and
about 40 000—60 000 in 1977-1980 (see Nilsson &

Persson 1984 for details).

Due to the problems with separating the two
forms of Bean Geese there are no good data to es-
tablish the overall trend for the Taiga Bean Goose,
but an autumn population between 80 000 and
100 000 was probable for the 1980s (Nilsson et al.
1999a). The present estimate (Fox et al. 2010) is
about 63 000 individuals indicating a marked de-
crease in the population of Taiga Bean Geese. The
total counts of Bean Geese in Sweden for Octo-
ber do also show a decrease except for the last few
years when higher totals were found again. This
was probably due to a new habit of larger num-
bers of Tundra Bean Geese using Sweden during
autumn.

The most marked increases in the number of
geese staging in Sweden was noted for the Grey-
lag Goose and the Barnacle Goose, these in-
creases also being found for the entire flyway
populations (Fox et al. 2010, see also Nilsson et
al. 1999b, Ganter et al. 1999). The flyway popula-
tions for these two species have increased in par-
allel, whereas there are marked differences within
Sweden. The number of staging Barnacle Geese in
Sweden increased dramatically during the last dec-
ades, whereas the Greylag Geese increased more
steadily since the counts started in 1984. In the
Barnacle Goose a marked change in the migration
pattern led to the very high counts in Sweden in
recent years. Changes in the migration pattern over
the years have also influenced national counts for
the Greylag Goose but not to the same extent as for
the Barnacle Goose (Nilsson 2006). Thus October
and November counts have increased and Greylag
Geese have started to winter further north and in
some recent years no less than 25% of the autumn
population remained in Sweden in a mild winter.

The marked increase in staging numbers reflects
the development of the breeding population of
Greylags in Sweden and elsewhere. In the early
1800s, the Greylag Goose was a common and
wide-spread species along the Baltic coast (Curry-
Lindahl 1959, Sveriges Ornitologiska Forening
1970). Due to heavy hunting it disappeared from
most areas and was reduced to only 200-300 pairs
in 1953-1954, in spite of having been protected
since 1938. Several introductions were done start-
ing in the 1930s (Sveriges Ornitologiska Foren-
ing 1970), but the present rate of increase did not
start until the 1960s. The early development of the
Greylag Goose populations in all Nordic countries
was summarized in Fog et al. (1984) and the Swed-
ish breeding population was estimated to between
1 700 and 2 200 pairs in 1979—-1980. The most re-
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cent estimate for the breeding population in Swe-
den is 41 000 pairs (Ottosson et al. 2012).

The Barnacle Geese of the Baltic-Russian popu-
lation belong to the goose populations which on
the European scale have shown marked increases
during the last 50 years. In the 1960s this popu-
lation was estimated to be in the order of 20 000,
increasing to about 270 000 in the 1990s (Ganter
et al. 1999) and to the present estimate of 770 000
individuals (Fox et al. 2010). The sudden increase
in numbers in the late 1990s was most probably re-
lated to changes in migration patterns as discussed
below. It may be noted that the Swedish breeding
population established on Gotland in 1981 (Lars-
son et al 1988) increased during the same period
to reach 4 900 pairs in recent years (Ottosson et
al. 2012).

The introduced population of Canada Geese in
NW Europe, with the majority wintering in Swe-
den but also in the other countries around the Baltic
Sea has shown an increase similar to that of the
naturally occurring species. (Fabricius 1983, Fox
et al 2010, Kampe-Persson 2010).

Factors behind the population development of
goose populations

The two most important factors behind the very
marked increase in most European goose popula-
tions are probably changes in the hunting practices
and changes in the agriculture. Before the 1950s
most goose populations were clearly over-exploit-
ed by hunting (Madsen et al. (eds.) 1999 and refer-
ences therein). When hunting regulations were in-
troduced, the majority of goose populations started
to increase, many to such an extent that they are
considered as an agricultural management problem
(Roomen & Madsen 1992).

Changes in agriculture have markedly affected
the food situation for the geese during the annual
cycle (Nilsson & Persson 1991, 1992, 1998, 2000,
Nilsson & Kampe-Persson 2013). Three different
aspects are of special importance: changes in field
size, changes in crops used and changes in harvest-
ing methods.

The modernization of agriculture has led to an
overall increase in the sizes of individual fields
in the agricultural landscape of Sweden and other
countries (Wretenberg et al. 2006, 2007). As most
geese have a tendency to avoid coming to close to
forest edges, buildings, busy roads etc., this has led
to a larger proportion of the agricultural land being
possible to use for the geese.

The changes in harvesting methods have prob-
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ably had an even larger impact on the goose pop-
ulations. In the old days when root crops were
harvested manually there was hardly any spill,
but mechanical harvesting methods produce large
amounts of spill on the fields where sugar beet,
potatoes and carrots have been grown. Mechanical
harvesting of cereal crops also produced a lot of
spill that could be used as food for the geese.

The importance of these mechanical harvesting
methods for the geese can be exemplified from
Scania. When Markgren (1963) made his study
during the 1950s, sugar beet was still harvested
manually and was not available for the geese to
feed on, whereas mechanical harvesting provided
a rich supply of sugar beet spill for the geese when
the staging geese were studied during the 1970s
(Nilsson & Persson 1984, 1991, 2000, Nilsson &
Kampe-Persson 2013). In some districts spill from
the potato and carrot harvest also turned out to be
an important food source new to the geese.

In Sweden, there has been a decrease in the
area of spring-sown cereals over the last decades,
whereas the area of autumn-sown cereals has
shown a different pattern. During the first part of
the 1970s there was a marked increase in the area
grown with winter wheat especially on the plains,
this area decreased to the early eighties but started
to increase again (Wretenberg et al. 2007). At the
same time the total production of winter wheat in-
creased markedly in Sweden, probably with the
result that there was much more food available for
the geese.

Changes in crop types can also be important for
the geese. Earlier varieties of oilseed rape were un-
palatable for wildlife but changes to another vari-
ety gave a more palatable rape that could be used as
food for geese (Nilsson & Kampe-Persson 2013).
Other crops are also important as goose food for
periods, e. g. peas grown for animal food are im-
portant for especially Greylag Geese in Scania dur-
ing late summer.

The situation for the geese in the agricultural ar-
eas of Scania (and other agricultural areas in south
Sweden), and how changes in agriculture have
influenced the geese will be discussed in a com-
panion paper in this volume (Nilsson & Kampe-
Persson 2013).

Changes in migration patterns

During recent decades marked changes in the mi-
gration patterns have been recorded for several of
the European goose populations resulting in chang-
es in numbers at staging and wintering areas that



are not directly related to changes in the size of the
populations, these changes however being impor-
tant to consider when evaluating the census data
from different countries.

When neck-banding started in the Nordic coun-
tries in 1977, the Taiga Bean Geese staying in SW
Scania during late autumn after the main exodus
south migrated to SW for Denmark, NW Germany
and the Netherlands in case of cold winter periods
(Nilsson 1984a), but in later years the Bean Geese
leaving Sweden during such conditions have not
moved farther than to Denmark (Nilsson 2011,
Nilsson & Pirkola 1991).

Within Sweden, almost all autumn staging Bean
Geese were concentrated to Scania before the late
1970s (see Nilsson & Persson 1984 for details of
the early story). Later on the geese stayed at Lake
Takern, Kvismaren and other sites further north in
south Sweden and arrived much later to Scania (re-
lated to frost periods). Some spring staging sites
started to be used also in autumn and some new
staging sites were established.

The timing of the migration has also changed,
not only that the Bean Geese arrive later to the
wintering areas in Scania then before, their migra-
tion to the breeding areas in the north has also been
advanced by about two weeks (Nilsson & Persson
1984, Skyllberg et al. 2009, Nilsson unpubl.).

According to Mooij et al. (1999) the Western
Palearctic population of White-fronted Geese has
been more or less stable during recent decades
but there has been a marked redistribution of the
species leading to a marked increase in numbers
wintering in NW Europe (Mooij et al. 1999, Fox
et al. 2010). The increase in Sweden reflects this
redistribution of staging sites to the north.

In the Greylag Goose, successively fewer birds
of the neck-banded Swedish population migrate to
the Guadalquivir delta in southern Spain, which
formerly was the traditional winter quarter for
the Greylags of Western Europe (Andersson et al.
2001, Nilsson 2006, unpubl.). Instead an increas-
ing proportion of the Greylag Geese from SW
Scania stay for the winter in the Netherlands, NW
Germany and also in Sweden. Not only has there
been a change in winter quarters, but the timing
of migration has also changed, the Greylags leav-
ing Sweden much later in autumn and arrive back
much earlier in spring, some already in late Janu-
ary. These changes have clearly been reflected in
the counts, larger numbers have regularly been
counted in Sweden during the October and Novem-
ber. The change in autumn migration was gradual,
the increase in October totals started in the early

1990s that for November numbers a few years lat-
er. Finally, during the last decade a wintering tradi-
tion was established in south Sweden with close to
50000 (or 25% of the September total) wintering in
the peak year.

Another goose species which has changed mi-
gration habits markedly during recent years is the
Barnacle Goose from the Russian — Baltic popula-
tion. Traditionally, it was a common passage mi-
grant passing south Sweden in autumn and spring,
a high proportion of the Russian population pass-
ing the country. There has also been a spring stag-
ing tradition on the inland of Gotland for a long
time (Beinert 1982), but the main staging areas in
spring were situated in the Baltic States (Ganter
et al. 1999.). During autumn, the Barnacle Geese
mostly passed south Sweden rapidly.

In recent years the overall pattern of migration
has changed markedly and the Barnacle Geese have
started to leave their winter quarters in the Wad-
denzee much later overflying their former staging
areas east of the Baltic (Eichhorn et al. 2009). This
change has been related to land-use changes in the
Baltic States after their independence from the So-
viet Union, cattle grazing being given up in large
areas making habitat availability for staging Bar-
nacle Geese much lower.

The marked changes in migration patterns of
European goose populations are probably caused
by a combination of climate change and changes
in land-use and agriculture. The trend towards
milder winters with less snow clearly creates bet-
ter possibilities for the geese to stay further north
than before. Moreover, the changes in agricultural
practices have provided the geese with better food
resources during the autumn and winter, making
it possible for them to stay further north. In some
cases it may also be possible that some traditional
goose areas have reached their capacity with in-
creasing competition leading to the establishment
of new traditions.

The influence of the winter conditions on geese
Sweden is situated on the northern limit of the win-
ter distribution for geese but still SW Sweden and
especially the province of Scania is an important
wintering area for geese in normal winters. Dur-
ing the first years of goose counts Bean Geese and
Canada Geese were counted in good numbers,
whereas other goose species were only found in
small numbers.

As shown by the counts discussed in this con-
tribution, the number of geese staying in Sweden
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is much influenced by the strength of the winter,
and longer periods with sub-zero temperatures will
cause many geese to leave the country. The snow
cover seems to be the most important factor in this
respect, especially with a freezing surface. Too
much snow will cut off the geese from important
feeding areas.

Comparing the Bean Goose and the Canada
Goose, the former was more sensitive to cold
weather in winter, the number of Bean Geese
counted in January being correlated with mean
temperatures (as a proxy for winter hardness),
whereas no such correlation was found for the
Canada Goose. An important factor in this respect
is the availability of food resources (see Nilsson
& Kampe-Persson 2013) and differences in utiliza-
tion of different food sources by the two species.

The recent trend towards milder winters have
led to other species wintering in larger numbers in
south Sweden such as Greylag Goose, White-front-
ed Goose and Barnacle Goose (since the estab-
lishment of the staging tradition in recent years).
Among these three species the Greylag Geese were
more hardy then the other two species staying in
larger numbers in south Sweden even during cold
winters in later years since the wintering tradition
here was established. Differences in winter har-
diness of the species were most certainly related
to differences in food choice (Nilsson & Kampe-
Persson 2013).

The changes in migration patterns discussed
above for the Greylag Goose on a European scale
(Nilsson 2006, Nilsson et al. in prep.) has also led
to changes in winter distribution and the establish-
ment of a wintering tradition in Sweden. In the
early years up to 80% of the neck-banded Grey-
lag Geese from Scania wintered in southern Spain
(Nilsson 2006), but now hardly any go there, those
not staying in Sweden mainly wintering in the
Netherlands and Germany.

Similar changes in winter quarter has also been
found for the Bean Goose (Nilsson 1984, 2011),
neck-banded Bean Geese were found to migrate to
Germany and the Netherlands in cold winters dur-
ing the early part of the studies, but in later years
they did not migrate further than to Denmark in
such conditions.

The changes in winter quarters does not only af-
fect the number of geese counted at the surveys in
different countries but can also have an effect on
the population development. Greylag Geese from
SW Scania were found to have different survival
patterns related to the choice of winter quarters
(Nilsson & Persson 1996, Nilsson et al 1997). The
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geese that went to Spain had a lower survival rate
than those wintering in the Netherlands and further
north. Moreover, geese wintering further north
were found to return to the breeding areas earlier
than those wintering in more distant areas. Early
arriving Greylags were found to have a higher
breeding success than those arriving later (Nilsson
& Persson 1994, Nilsson et al. 1997).

Some changes noted in the staging populations
in Sweden could be related to factors influencing
the geese in the winter quarters. A leveling off in
the number of staging Greylag Geese in the Sep-
tember counts in Sweden in 1992—1995 was proba-
bly related to the situation in the winter quarters of
the Greylag Geese, which in those years was main-
ly in the Coto Donana National Park in SW Spain
(Andersson et al. 2001). The Greylags were much
dependent on Scirpus-rhizomes in this area. In the
late 1980s and early 1990s the situation changed
when the water level in the Donana increased and a
too high water level made the rhizomes unavailable
for the geese which forced them out of the national
park to rice fields, where they were much affected
by heavy hunting (Nilsson et al 1999b). Too dry
conditions were also negative for the geese that ar-
rived back to the breeding areas in too bad condi-
tion to produce any young.

In the Bean Goose increased mortality was
found among neck-banded wintering birds in
south Sweden in the cold winter 1978/79 (Nilsson
1984, Nilsson & Persson 1984) being reflected in
lower counts in the following year. Similarly lower
September counts of Greylag Geese in 2011 (and
2012) are probably related to the cold winters of
2009/2010 and 2010/2011. The number of young
per pair in a long term study in SW Scania was
very low after these two cold winters (Nilsson un-
published).
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Sammanfattning

De flesta gaspopulationer i Europa har dkat mar-
kant under senare ar (Madsen et al. 1999, Fox et
al. 2010) och har natt sddana nivaer att de upplevs
som ett problem for jordbruket (Hake et al. 2010,
von Roomen & Madsen 1992), men detta giller
inte all arter. I Skandinavien har fjédllgdsen minskat
drastiskt och dr foremal for aterinplantering (An-
dersson & Holmqvist 2010) och taigasddgasen som
hickar i Fennoskandia har ocksa minskat drastiskt.
Ett nordiskt forskningsprogram rérande géss star-
tades dérfor 1975 av Nordiskt Kollegium for Vilt-
forskning, NKV (Fog et al. 1984). Huvudsyftet var
att studera de badda minskande gaspopulationerna,
men gragasen kom ocksa att innefattas i undersok-
ningarna (Nilsson & Fog 1984). Gragésen blev se-
nare foremal for ett speciellt nordiskt gragasprojekt
(Andersson et al. 2001).

En viktig del av gasundersdkningarna var re-
gelbundna inventeringar av rastande och Over-
vintrande géss. Dessa startade 1977/78 (Nilsson
1988a) och pagar fortfarande, numera som en del i
de internationella gésinventeringarna samordnade
av Wetlands International. I denna uppsats analy-
seras inventeringarna sedan starten 1977/78 till och
med 2011/12 for att f6lja fordndringar i antal och
utbredning hos géssen &ver 35-ars perioden. De
forsta arens inventeringar har tidigare analyserats
pé nationell niva (Nilsson 1988a, 2000). Invente-
ringarna fran de tidiga aren ingér ocksa i en sam-
manstéllning av utvecklingen av gésbestanden pa
en europeisk niva (Madsen et al. 1999), vilken upp-
daterades av Fox et al. (2010).



Material och metodik

Under éaren 1977/78 — 1986/87 genomfordes ma-
natliga inventeringar under september/oktober —
mars/april. Inventeringarna koncentrerades till den
sodra delen av landet (Figur 1). Inventeringarna
inriktades pa att tdcka alla lokaler for sddgds, men
samtliga arter raknades pa alla besokta lokaler. Re-
sultat fran dessa tidiga inventeringar har publice-
rats 1 olika rapporter (Nilsson 1979, 1981, 1984a,
1984b, 1986, 1988b). I september 1984 komplet-
terades programmet med en landstickande gragas-
inventering.

Fran och med 1987 har inventeringar genomforts
i september, oktober, november och januari. Sep-
temberinventeringarna koncentreras pa gragésen,
medan oktober (och i viss man) november koncen-
treras pa sidgéasen. Januari inventeringen dr en del
av den internationella midvinterinventeringen och
ticker alla arter. Bldsgasen aterfinns pa samma lo-
kaler som sddgasen, men kanadagasen técks min-
dre bra under hosten. Till en bdrjan inventerades
framst den s6dra delen av landet, men fran 2005
har mer omfattande inventeringar under hosten be-
drivits ldngs norrlandskusten.

Rékningarna genomfors i mitten av de aktuella
manaderna, dvs. veckoslutet ndrmast den 15:e,
med kringliggande dagar som reserv. Inventering-
arna genomfors av amatdrer med god och ofta
méngarig erfarenhet av gasrdkningar. Vid en del
storre lokaler sdsom Takern, Osten och Kvismaren
riknar en grupp observatdrer géssen nar de flyger
ut fran nattplatserna for fodosok. Pa dessa lokaler
ar det darfor svart att skilja ut mer séillsyntare giss
fran majoriteten. Spetsbergsgasen blir darfor 1att
underrepresenterad, vilket ocksa géller for tund-
rasddgasen, som inte kan skiljas fran den talrikare
taigasiddgasen vid rdkningar av flygande giss.

Som ett komplement till de organiserade inven-
teringarna har rapportdatabasen SVALAN genom-
sokts. P& detta sdtt har nya eller tillfélliga lokaler
kunnat fangas upp. Detaljerade arliga rapporter
frén gasinventeringarna kan laddas ner fran projek-
tets hemsida http://www.zoo.ekol.lu.se/waterfowl/
index.htm.

Gassens utbredning och antal sérskilt under vin-
tern paverkas starkt avviderleksforhallandena och
da speciellt av snddjupet. Snéforhallandena ar dér-
for viktiga for att tolka inventeringsresultaten. Som
ett riktviarde for vinterns hardhet visas ménads-
medeltemperaturen for ett antal vaderleksstationer
i sodra Sverige i Figur 2. Under de forsta drens
gésinventeringar noterades en serie harda vintrar:
1979, 1982, 1985 och 1987. Darefter forekom inga
riktigt harda vintrar f6rrdn 2010 och 2011.

Resultat
Sedan de regelbundna gésinventeringarna startade
i Sverige har antalet rastande och &vervintrande
géss 1 Sverige Okat markant. Femarsmedeltalen
for oktober okade fran 49000 till 350000, medan
motsvarande dkning for november var fran 45000
till 195000 (tabell 1). Om hénsyn tas till den daliga
tdckningsgraden for kanadagéss under hosten blir
okningen &n mer markant. Vinterbestandet av géss
har 6kat pa samma sétt fran 18000 till 123000.
Resultaten for de vanligaste gésarterna diskute-
ras separat nedan. Utdver dessa noteras regelbun-
det tillfalligt rastande prutgédss samt mindre antal
av fjdllgdss och ibland rodhalsade géss (tabell 1).
Detaljer for dessa arter aterfinns i de arliga rap-
porterna fran projektet. For de vanligare arterna
presenteras diagram &ver bestandsutvecklingen for
olika méanader i hela landet och i vissa fall for olika
delar av landet. De olika arternas utbredning illus-
treras av valda kartor fran olika ar.

Gragas Anser anser
Vid den forsta grigdsinventeringen i september
1984 riknades 19000 individer i hela landet, varef-
ter en markant 6kning noterades till ett hogsta antal
av 227000 i september 2009 (Figur 3). Med hén-
syn till lokaler som inte inventerats kan man ridkna
med att det fanns minst 250000 gragiss i Sverige
vid detta tillfdlle. Antalet inrdknade gragiss i sep-
tember 2011 var vésentligt lagre. Utvecklingen i
oktober och november var likartad, men startade
senare och maximiantalen var ldgre (Figur 3). En
uppdelning pé regioner (Figur 4) visar i princip
samma monster, men Okningen startade vid olika
tidspunkter. Okningen har ocksd planat ut i vissa
regioner. Gragissen 1 sydvistra Skéne har varit
foremal for specialstudier, som pé ett bra sitt il-
lustrerar etableringen av nya rast-traditioner (Figur
5). I borjan fanns hostflockarna i kirnomradet runt
héckningssjoarna, medan de ocksa utnyttjade Fote-
viksomradet som hostrastlokal. Senare etablerades
en ny tradition i Lommabukten samtidigt som gra-
gdssens utnyttjande av Vombsjé-omradet dkade.
Nér inventeringarna startade var gragédssen
koncentrerade till de &stra och sddra delarna av
Sverige, men arten visade en klar spridning allt
eftersom antalet gragéss dkade (Figur 6) och i sep-
tember 2010 var de spridda 6ver hela sddra Sverige
dven om de storsta flockarna fortfarande &terfanns
i slittbygderna och vid kusterna. Grégéssen spred
sig ocksé efter Norrlandskusten (Figur 7). I oktober
(Figur 8) och november (Figur 9) var utveckling-
en likartad, men med den senare dkningen i antal
spreds gissen senare ver landet. Annu 2010 fanns
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salunda endast mindre flockar av gragéss i Sma-
lands inland.

Antalet &vervintrande gragiss var mycket lagt i
Sverige fram till slutet av 1990-talet och de forsta
storre flockarna noterades januari 2000 (Figur 10).
Antalet gragiss 6kade sedan markant till en topp pa
ungefar 50000 i januari 2008. Till och med under
den kalla vintern 2011 fanns 10000 gragidss kvar
i landet. De dvervintrande gragéssen var koncen-
trerade till Skdne samt kusterna av sddra Sverige
(Figur 11).

Sadgas Anser fabalis

Merparten av sddgéssen i sddra Sverige anlén-
der fran Finland till S6dermanland och Uppland
i september (Nilsson 2011), men septemberin-
venteringarna ger ingen bra tickning for arten.
Det hogsta antalet sddgéss noterades normalt vid
oktoberinventeringen (Figur 12). Fran att ha legat
under 50000 nér inventeringarna startade notera-
des det hogsta antalet i oktober 1989 med 76000
sddgdss. Dérefter har antalet sddgéss 1 Sverige vi-
sat en minskande trend till och med 2006, varefter
betydligt hogre antal noterats. Detta sammanfaller
med att storre antal av tundraséddgédss observerats
pé vissa lokaler i landet med upp till men dn 9000 1
oktober 2009 (tabell 2,3).

Niér inventeringarna startade var sadgéssen starkt
koncentrerade till Skéne i oktober, men under de
foljande aren skedde en markant omfordelning och
i slutet av inventeringsperioden noterades endast fa
sddgiss 1 Skane. Antalet sddgéss vid Téakern 6kade
markant och sjon var under nagra ar den viktigaste
sddgaslokalen i landet, men senare minskade an-
talet sddgdss har samtidigt som nya rast-traditoner
etablerades vid Osten och Kvismaren, tva lokaler
som tidigare endast utnyttjades under véaren (Figur
13 -17). I november var antalet sddgéss i olika de-
lar av landet mer varierat eftersom sérskilt antalet
rastande géss norr om Skéne paverkas av nir den
forsta frosten intréffar.

Under vintern har antalet sddgéss varierat mar-
kant, med som mest 40000 Gvervintrande under
milda vintrar och nédstan inga sddgéss som under
de kalla vintrarna 1982 och 1985 (Figur 18, 20).
Antalet sddgéss i januari dr negativt korrelerat med
vintertemperaturen (Figur 19). Under vintern &r
sddgissen markant koncentrerade till Skéane, dven
om en del flockar observerats ldngre norrut under
mildare vintrar (Figur 20-22).

Spetsbergsgas Anser brachyrhynchus
Spetsbergsgésen forekommer regelbundet i mindre
antal i gasflockarna i s6dra Sverige under hdsten
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och vintern (Figur 23, 24). Arten har 6kat i antal
under senare ar och som mest har ca 800 rdknats
in i oktober 2011. Spetsbergsgasen ér troligen un-
derrepresenterad da den forekommer i flockarna av
sddgiss och svarligen kan skiljas ut nir man riknar
géssen nér de flyger ut fran nattkvarteren. Spets-
bergsgdssen var spridda dver gaslokalerna i sddra
Sverige (Figur 25).

Blésgas Anser albifrons
Blédsgasen dr allmin i gésflockarna i sydvistra
Skéne under hostarna(Figur 26, 28, 29, 30). Fram
till och med mitten av 1990-talet var antalet blas-
géss ganska mattligt d&ven om upp till 10000 rak-
nats vid ndgra tillfdllen. Antalet bldsgédss okade
sedan markant, men visade en stor variation mel-
lan olika inventeringar och torde vara beroende av
vindforhallandena under flyttningen. Merparten av
blasgissen flyttar mot Visteuropa soder om Oster-
sjon, men vid starka vindar fran sydost dkar antalet
i Skane. Under senare &r har betydande antal blas-
géss ocksa noterats vid midvinterinventeringarna i
Skane (Figur 27) med som mest dver 20000 2007.

Kanadagas Branta canadensis

Den inplanterade kanadagasen dr vanligt fore-
kommande pa rast och vinterlokalerna for giss i
Sverige (Figur 31, 32) och har dkat markant sedan
starten av inventeringarna. Under hdsten dr arten
spridd pa ett stort antal lokaler (Figur 33,34) och
inventeringarna dé ger ingen bra tickning av be-
stdndet. Under vintern &r kanadagésen mer kon-
centrerad till Skane samt kusterna av sddra Sverige
och inventeringarna ger en representativ bild av
vinterbestandet. Bade hostsiffrorna och midvinte-
rinventeringarna visar en markant 6kning och som
mest noterades 70000 1 januari 2009. Under vintern
ar den starkt koncentrerad till sydvistra Skéane (Fi-
gur 35, 36).

Vitkindad gas Branta leucopsis

Under de forsta arens gasinventeringar var den
vitkindade gasen en sparsam gést pa rast och gver-
vintringslokalerna i Sverige, dven om betydande
antal flyttar over landet under host och vér. Fore
ar 2000 var antalet lagt, men sedan skedde en ex-
plosionsartad dkning av antalet rastande vitkinda-
de gdss och som mest noterades 156000 i oktober
2011 (Figur 37). Antalet dvervintrare var betydligt
lagre, men fran 2001 okade ocksé antalet vitkin-
dade géss i januari och nadde i januari 2012 dver
7000 (Figur 38). De vitkindade gidssen var koncen-
trerade till Skane, men betydande flockar forekom
ocksa i andra delar av landet (Figur 39).



Diskussion

Sverige som rast/6vervintringsomrade for giss
Sverige ér ett viktigt omrade for rastande och over-
vintrande géss av olika arter. For faststélla landets
betydelse for olika gésarter jimfors de hdr pre-
senterade resultaten fran inventeringarna med de
senaste skattningarna av gasbestdnden i Europa,
vilka sammanstillts av Fox et al. (2010). Under
hosten dr Sverige det viktigaste rastomradet for tai-
gasddgasen med upp till 90 % av bestandet vid en
av de senaste inventeringarna (tabell 4). Merparten
av dessa sddgiss hdrstammar fran dstligare bestand
an Sverige.

Under senare ar har gragdsen varit den talri-
kaste gasarten i Sverige under hosten. Maxantalet
gragiss vid inventeringarna i september motsvarar
ca 40 % av det berdknade totalbestdndet for det
vistliga bestandet av arten. Den vanligaste gasarten
i Europa enligt de internationella inventeringarna
ar bliasgasen. Den flyttar huvudsakligen sdder om
Ostersjon och de hdgsta antalen som riknats i
Sverige om hdstarna motsvarar inte mer dn ca 3 %
av totalbestdndet. For den sparsamt forekommande
spetsbergsgasen ses hogst 1 % av Svalbardbestan-
det i Sverige under hostarna. De vitkindade gs-
sen har som ndmnts dndrat sina vanor och vid de
senaste inventeringarna har ungefar 20 % av det
samlade rysk-baltiska bestdndet rdknats in i Sver-
ige vid en och samma inventering. Fér den intro-
ducerade kanadagésen som ocksa férekommer i
ovriga Ostersjolidnder har Sveriges andel av vinter-
bestandet i regionen berdknats uppgd till bortemot
80 % av vinterbesténdet.

Utvecklingen av gasbestanden i Sverige och Eu-
ropa
Under de senaste artiondena har de flesta gésbe-
stand i NV Europa visat markanta dkningar i antal
dven om vissa bestands Okningstakt har minskat
(Fox et al. 2010). Ur svenskt perspektiv finns det
tvd undantag till denna positiva bild: fjallgdsen
vars vilda bestand i princip ar utrotat i Sverige (An-
dersson & Holmqvist 2010) och taigasddgasen. For
det sistndmnda besténdet &r situationen nagot oklar
eftersom det forst under senare ar uppmérksam-
mats att det forekommer en hel del tundrasddgéss
i flockarna av sddgéss dtminstone pa vissa lokaler.
Rent generellt minskade antalet sddgéss i Europa
under borjan av 1900-talet fram till 1950-1960-ta-
len (Mathiasson 1963). Antalet dkade sedan ater
och antalet sddgéss i Sverige (taigasddgéss) nadde
50000 — 60000 i slutet av 1970-talet (Nilsson &

Persson 1984) for att sedan oka till en topp ndrmare
80000 1989 f6ljt av en nedatgaende trend, vilket
giller for det totala bestdndet av taigasddgiss. En
registrerad 6kning i diagrammet for senare ar torde
motsvaras av en etablering av rastande/dvervint-
rande tundrasiddgéss i Sverige.

De mest markanta fordndringarna i gasbestan-
den i Sverige noterades for gragasen och den vit-
kindade gésen, dér bestinden méngdubblats sedan
inventeringarna startade bade vad géller de totala
europeiska bestdnden och antalet rastande/dver-
vintrande 1 Sverige. Nér det giller den vitkindade
gésen han den mycket snabba dkningen av antalet
rastande i Sverige under de senaste dren relateras
till &ndrade flyttningsvanor dven om bestandet
ocksa okat under denna period. Aven for grigasen
aterspeglar inventeringarna till en del dndringar i
flyttnings och Gvervintringsvanorna sasom upp-
komsten av ett dvervintrande bestand av gragiss i
Sverige under senare ar.

Den i Sverige inplanterade kanadagasen har vi-
sat samma 6kning som de naturligt forekommande
géssen. Fran ndgra par som sattes ut vid Kalmar-
sund pd 1930-talet har bestdndet nu oOkat till ca
90000 individ (Fabricius 1983, Fox et al. 2010,
Kampe-Persson 2010).

Faktorer som péaverkar gasbestdndens storlek

De tva viktigaste faktorerna bakom den markanta
okningen hos de flesta europeiska gasbestand torde
vara dndrade jaktforhallanden och foréndringar i
jordbruket (Madsen et al. 1999, Roomen & Mad-
sen 1992). Medan det dndrade jakttrycket har
minskat mortaliteten hos géssen sa har de dndrade
forhallandena i jordbruket okat néringstillgdngen
for de rastande och dvervintrande gidssen och ger
dem en sdker fodokélla under hela aret (Nilsson
& Persson 1991, 1992, 1998, 2000, Nilsson &
Kampe-Persson 2013). Tre olika aspekter &r av
speciellt stor betydelse for géssens utnyttjande av
jordbrukslandskapet: fordndringar i féltens storlek
och utformning, férdndringar i de grodor som odlas
samt fordndrade skordemetoder.

Eftersom géssen undviker strukturer i landskapet
dér ett rovdjur kan doélja sig sé har fordndringen
mot storre falt i jordbruket medfort att gédssen pa
ett sdkert sétt kan utnyttja en storre andel av jord-
bruksmarken for sitt fodosdk. En annan faktor som
kanske dr av dnnu stdrre betydelse for gdssen dr de
forandrade skordemetoderna. Mekaniska redskap
har markant okat tillgdngen pé spill i jordbruks-
landskapet. Rotfrukter féorekom inte som foda for
géssen nar Markgren (1963) studerade dem, medan
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de mekaniska skordemetoderna medférde en rik
tillgdng pd spill fran rotfrukter, sérskilt sockerbe-
tor, vid undersékningar pa 1970-talet och framét
(Nilsson & Persson 1984, 1991, 2000, Nilsson &
Kampe-Persson 2013).

En annan viktig faktor for géssen dr den dkande
arealen av hostsadda grodor som ger géssen goda
fodosoksomraden under vintern (Nilsson & Kam-
pe-Persson 2013) liksom de nya varianterna av
raps, som &r mer tilltalande som foda for vilt.

Andrade flyttningsvanor

Under senare &r har betydande fordndringar no-
terats ndr det géller flyttningsvanorna hos flera
europeiska gasbestdnd, som medfor forandringar
i antalet rastande och Overvintrande individer pa
olika lokaler utan att detta direkt kan relateras till
fordndringar i bestdndens storlek. For sddgdsen har
flyttningsvanorna studerats genom halsmérkning
sedan slutet av 1970-talet (Nilsson 1984a, Nilsson
2011, Nilsson & Persson 1984 & Nilsson & Pir-
kola 1991). I borjan av undersdkningen limnade
sddgissen vinteromradena i Skéne och flyttade till
Nederldanderna under kalla perioder, men under se-
nare &r har de inte flyttat langre &n till Danmark.
Dessutom noterades stora omfordelningar inom
Sverige, ddr merparten av sddgdssen numera ater-
finns i Mellansverige under den tidiga hdsten is-
téllet for i SV Skane. Géssen lamnar ockséd sddra
Sverige tidigare pa varflyttningen (Nilsson & Pers-
son 1984, Skyllberg et al. 2009, Nilsson unpubl.).

Gréagasen, som nu dr den vanligaste gésarten i
Sverige har ocksd visat markanta fordndringar i
flyttningsvanorna. Tidigare flyttade majoriteten av
de svenska gragissen till Spanien for vintern, men
under senare ar har de borjat 6vervintra langre och
langre norrut (Andersson et al. 2001, Nilsson 2006,
unpubl.), vilket ocksa visat sig i de svenska mid-
vinterinventeringarna. Upp till 50000 har visat sig
Overvintra i Sverige under senare ar.

Den vitkindade gdsen frdn det rysk-baltiska be-
standet passerade regelbundet Sverige i betydande
antal under flyttningen var och host, men rastade
endast i mycket begransad omfattning annat dn pa
Gotland pa varen. Den mycket snabba 6kningen
av antalet rastande vitkindade géss i Sverige under
hostarna ar ett annat exempel pa en art som pa kort
tid dndrat sina flyttningsvanor hogst markant. Den
vitkindade gasen blev plétsligt den nést vanligaste
gasen i Sverige under hdsten.

Trenden mot mildare vintrar dr férmodligen en
viktig faktor bakom de fordndrade flyttningsvanor-
na, men man kan nog inte utesluta att vissa omra-
den natt sin kapacitet nir det géller det antal géss
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som kan hérbergeras.

Vinterforhéallandenas betydelse for gidssen

Sverige ligger vid nordgrénsen for géssens vinter-
utbredning, men dnda utgér SV Sverige och spe-
ciellt Skane ett viktigt omrade for overvintrande
géss. Under de forsta drens inventeringar rdkna-
des betydande antal av sddgédss och kanadagiss i
Sverige under vintern, medan &vriga arter var mer
sparsamt forekommande. Under senare mildare
vintrar har dven andra arter som gragas, bldsgas
och vitkindad gés blivit vanligare under vintern
utom under kallare perioder.

Vinterforhallandena har stor betydelse for gis-
sens mojlighet att dvervintra i Skéne och da sarskilt
temperaturer under noll och inte minst sndtécket.
De olika arterna ar olika kénsliga mot harda vinter-
forhallanden. En jimforelse mellan sddgésen och
kanadagésen visar att sidgésen dr mer kdnslig mot
kyla dn kanadagésen. Under senare ar har det ocksa
visat sig att gragidssen sedan de borjat dvervintra i
Sverige ocksa stannar kvar i betydande omfattning
under kallare perioder.

Géssens dndrade dvervintringsvanor aterspeglas
inte bara i inventeringarna under vintern utan pa-
verkar ocksa gissens populationsutveckling. For
gragiss mérkta i Skéne konstaterades en sdmre
overlevnad for dem som Overvintrade i Spanien
jamfort med dem som Overvintrade langre norrut
(Nilsson & Persson 1996, Nilsson et al. 1997).
Giss som Overvintrade ldngre norrut anlande ockséa
tidigare till hickningsomrddena med bittre resultat
som f6ljd (Nilsson & Persson 1994).

Niér det giller gragéssen kunde ocksé konstateras
att antalet inrdknade individ paverkades av situatio-
nen under foregaende vinter. Hostarna 1991 — 1995
planade Okningen ut i septemberinventeringarna
nagot som kan sdttas i samband med forhallandena
i vinteromrédet i Donana i SV Spanien (Nilsson et
al. 1999b). For mycket vatten i nationalparken fick
géssen att soka foda utanfor parken, dér jakttrycket
var hogt, medan géssen under torrar svalt och ater-
vénde i for dalig kondition for att kunna genomfora
hickningen.



